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The Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh.
THE fourth ordinary meeting of this society was held on

Nov. 24th, when Dr. A. W. Neill delivered his presidential
address. He took as his subject " Sydenham, the Father of
Modern Medicine," and first outlined the more important
events of Sydenham’s life. Thereafter he proceeded to
criticise the man and his work, emphasising those points in
which Sydenham was in advance of his contemporaries and
comparing him with Harvey, especially as regards their

respective motives and methods. A hearty vote of thanks
was propsed by Dr. L. S. Milne and seconded by Mr. T. B.
Johnston. Dr. Rousseau presented a typical case of per-
nicious ansemia and showed some excellent specimens and
microscopical preparations. Dr. Graham moved, and Dr.
Chambers seconded, a vote of thanks, which was spoken to
by numerous members.

Abuses of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act.

In a case which recently came into the Glasgow sheriff
court, in which a food inspector alleged that raspberry wine
supplied by the defendants was not of the nature, substance,
and quality demanded, the sheriff, in a note to his interlocutor,
commented very severely on the excessive zeal of the public
health authorities in the application of Section 6 of the Sale
of Food and Drugs Act of 1875. The statute, he said, was
designed simply to prevent the adulteration of food and drink
and to protect the purse and stomach of the public against
fraudulent traders. But of recent years it had become a fashion
for local public health officials (without any consideration
for the hampering effect upon honest trade and manufacture)
to set up for themselves some academic theory about " nature
and substance," or some arbitrary theoretic standard of
" quality," and then to prosecute the sellers of goods which
do not conform to those theories, however harmless or even
wholesome the drink itself might be.

A Nit’rous Oxide Cylinder Explosion.
Last week a cylinder of nitrous oxide burst in a Glasgow

firm’s works, causing the death of one of their employees.
The cylinder had been sent into the works as empty to be
refilled. Apparently, however, the valve had become choked
and the gas being unable to get out the cylinder instead of
being empty was full of gas at high pressure. One of the
workmen whose duty it was to refill the cvlinders applied a
hot blowpipe flame to the neck of the cylinder to melt the
solder with which the valve was held in place. Owing to the
expansion of the gas with the heat the cylinder burst, killing
the workman who was carried 12 feet through the air by the
force of the explosion. The cause of the accident is not
without interest to dentists and medical men who use nitrous
oxide as a general anaesthetic.

Tlte University of Aberdeen lQuaterentenary
A distinguishing feature of the quatercentenary celebra-

tions to be held next September will be the large number of
"University Studies" which will be issued to signalise the
event. The publication of so many volumes has been ren-
dered possible by the munificence of Mr. J. E. Crombie, the
Lord Rector’s assessor, who has undertaken to guarantee a
great portion of the necessary outlay. The publications
subcommittee has now arranged a programme which
has been approved by the general committee and of
which the following is a summary. A certain number
of copies of each book will be reserved for pre-
sentation to delegates from universities and to other
notable guests ; the remainder will be offered for sale to
such as may wish to preserve mementoes of the celebrations.
It is intended that all members of the general council of the
University shall receive due intimation of the quatercen-
tenary and that a special invitation "hall be sent to every
honorary graduate and to every alumnus who matriculated at
either King’s or Marichal College not later than 1850. The
volumes in preparation are: 1. " Studies in the History and
Art of the Eastern Roman Provinces, by Graduates of
Aberdeen University." This volume, which will be copiously
illustrated, will be edited by Professor W. M. Ramsay,
and will contain contributions from the editor; Mr. J. G. C.
Anderson, Christ Church, Oxford ; Professor Alexander

Souter, Mansfield College; Professor Thomas Callendar, ’

Queen’s University, Kingston; Miss Mary E. Thomson,
Aberdeen ; Mr. W. M. Calder, Oxford; Miss A. Margaret
Ramsay ; and others. 2. A " Festschrift " in honour of
Professor D. J. Hamilton (who in 1906 will enter on the
twenty-fifth session of his tenure of the chair of pathology),
to be written, and the entire cost of publication defrayed,
by a number of his most prominent pupils. This volume
will be edited by Dr. William Bulloch, lecturer on bacterio-
logy in the London Hospital Medical School, and will con.
tain contributions on pathological subjects by the editor;
Professor A. R. Cushny, University College, London;
Professor W. St. Clair Symmers; Professor J. J. R.
Macleod, Cleveland, Ohio; Dr. W. Leslie Mackenzie, Local
Government Board of Scotland ; Dr. Arthur Keith, lecturer
in the London Hospital Medical School; Dr. George Dean,
Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine; Dr. G. F. Petrie,
Lister Institute ; Dr. William Hunter, Government bacterio.
logist, Hong-Kong ; Dr. G. A. Finlayson, Government bac.
teriologist, Singapore ; Dr Duncan, Dr. Fraser, Dr. Laing,
Dr. Low, and Dr. Russell, Marischal College ; and others.
3. A new series of the " Flosculi Graeci Boreales," edited by
Professor John Harrower, and contributed to by many of
his more distinguished pupils during the past 20 years.
4. "The Roll of Graduates of the University of Aber.
deen, 1860-1900," edited by Colonel William Johnston,
C.B., of Newton Dee. 5. "Studies in the History and
Development of the University of Aberdeen," edited by
the Convener of the Publications Subcommittee, and con-

tributed to by Principal Lang, Professor Cowan, Professor
Davidson, Professor Gilroy, Professor Kennedy, Professor
Nicol, Professor W. Stephenson, Professor Terry, Professor
J. W. H. Trail, Mr. J. Malcolm Bulloch, Mr. R. S. Rait,
and the editor. 6. The contribution of the Students’ Repre-
sentative Council : a new and revised edition of the late
Neil Mad can’s "Life at a Northern University," edited by
Mr. W. Keith Leask. 7. A "Handbook to the City and
University of Aberdeen," the municipal part to be prepared
by the city chamberlain and the academic by the secretaries
of the University Court and the Senatus. 8. A " Record of
the Quatercentenary " to be issued at a subsequent date.
Dec. 5th.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Direct Represntation of Ireland on the Gei2eral Medical
C’otmtcil.

Sir William Thomson’s recent statement to the General
Medical Council dealing with the grievances of the medical
practitioners in the poorer parts of Ireland will, I think, go
far to secure his election as Direct Representative for this
country. Dr. Leonard Kidd of Enniskillen, who forwarded
an address to the registered practitioners of Ireland some
weeks ago, is now his only opponent. The election will
take place early in February.

Royal Hospit(ilfoy, Incurables, Dublin.

The annual sale of work executed by the patients in the
Royal Hospital for Incurables during the year was opened
on Dec. 3rd by the Earl and Countess of Wicklow who
visited the institution at 3 o’clock. Mr. William Fry, jun.,
received them and explained that the hospital accommodated
over 200 patients and was therefore an important addition
to the charities of Dublin.

l’he Handy Woman.
At an inquest held in Bangor, co. Down, in reference to

the death of a married woman named Burns it appeared that
she had been attended by an uncertified handy woman. It
came out from the medical evidence that in the course of the
labour the handy woman, being alarmed, sent for medical
help. When this arrived the patient was suffering from
severe h&aelig;morrhage-slie was described as " cold, pulseless,
and unconscious." On examination an internal wound was
found three inches in one direction and two inches in another
direction at right angles. Labour had scarcely commenced.
The child was born dead and the mother, who was removed
to a cottage hospital, died subsequently from "blood poison-
ing and puerperal fever." The wound was said not to be a

spontaneous affair. The deceased woman, according to the


